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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The application filed March 1 , 2004 is presented for examination and claims 1- 
17 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent # 5,859,628 ("Ross et al. M ) in view of US Patent # 6,553,379 ("Jaeger et al."). 

Regarding claim 1 , Ross et al. teach a personal digital assistant having a display 
responsive to a touch operation (PDA 102 is shown with a touch-responsive screen 202 
for displaying characters or touch-responsive keys (column 4, lines 6-8)) comprising: 

an operation signal in response to the turning or pushing operation of said control 
switch ( Illumination of screen 202 by lamp 106 is accomplished automatically through 
use of a photosensor (not shown) measuring ambient light or manually by depressing a 
switch . In the latter case, lamp 106 is turned on by momentarily pressing a button on 
cradle 104. Electronic circuits turn on lamp 106 until the button (not shown) is pressed 
again, or until a fixed period of time elapses. (column 4, lines 41-50)); 
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a judging means which judges whether said touch operation to said display is 
done or said control switch is operated (processor Fig.4 (404)) which detects when the 
display is touched; 

a display control means which performs a first page transition control for 
transitioning an operation page displayed on said display in accordance with said touch 
operation when said judging means judges that said touch operation is done to said 
display, or performs a second page transition control for transitioning said operation 
page displayed on said display part in accordance with said operation signal (the touch- 
responsive screen 202 includes a means for selecting or designating a location on the 
surface of screen 202 in response to a pointing device being placed on the surface of 
screen 202 (column 4, lines 8-12)) where when the pointing device selects an item on 
the display there is a transition from the present display screen to the next screen as 
seen in Figs.6A to 6D. Accordingly, the prior art teaches all the claimed limitations with 
the exception of providing a control switch which can be turned and pushed-in. 

However, Jaeger et al. teach the user has then the possibility to move the cursor 
from one address data record to the next by the use of the rotary switch 22 and to make 
a selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 (column 6, lines 2-5)). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the rotary switch 22 as taught by Jaeger et al. in 
the PDA disclosed by Ross et al. because this would provide a way to navigate the PDA 
system. 
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Regarding claim 2, Jaeger et al. teach a plurality of items are displayed on said 
operation page as selection items, and said display control means performs the 
selection of an item from said selection items in accordance with the operation signal 
when said control switch is turned and said second page transition control whereby the 
page is transitioned to said operation page pertinent to the item selected in accordance 
with the operation signal when said control switch is pushed (the user has then the 
possibility to move the cursor from one address data record to the next by the use of the 
rotary switch 22 and to make a selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 (column 6, 
lines 2-5)) where the control switch can select any item on the display and more. 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Jaeger et al. teach said display control means allows 
a cursor to move on said operation page in the direction corresponding to the turning 
direction of said control switch (the user has then the possibility to move the cursor from 
one address data record to the next by the use of the rotary switch 22 and to make a 
selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 (column 6, lines 2-5)) where the control switch 
can select any item on the display and more. 

Regarding claim 5, Jaeger et al. teach said display control means performs the 
selection of an item from the selection items among the items displayed in said 
operation page as selection items when said control switch is turned and said second 
page transition control is performed when said control switch is pushed whereby said 
page is transitioned to said operation page pertinent to said selected item (the user has 
then the possibility to move the cursor from one address data record to the next by the 
use of the rotary switch 22 and to make a selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 
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(column 6, lines 2-5)) where the control switch can be rotated and pressed select any 
item on the display and more. 

Regarding claim 6, Jaeger et aL teach said display control means allows said 
cursor to move on said operation page in accordance with said turning operation of said 
control switch and said second page transition control changes to said page determined 
by the position of said cursor by pushing said control switch(the user has then the 
possibility to move the cursor from one address data record to the next by the use of the 
rotary switch 22 and to make a selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 (column 6, 
lines 2-5)) where the control switch can be rotated and pressed select any item on the 
display and more. 

Regarding claim 7, Jaeger et al. teach said control switch is supported on a shaft 
extending in a direction so that said control switch is rotatable in a certain range of 
angle from a reference position of rotation and can be pushed in to a direction 
perpendicular to the direction of rotation at said reference position of rotation (the user 
has then the possibility to move the cursor from one address data record to the next by 
the use of the rotary switch 22 and to make a selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 
(column 6, lines 2-5)) where the control switch can be seen in Fig.1 is rotatable and of 
course inherently has a shaft to be rotated therein and pushed to select any item on the 
display and more. 

Regarding claim 8, Ross et al. teach said display part is positioned on a front 
face of an encasement of said personal digital assistant (PDA 102 is shown with a 
touch-responsive screen 202 for displaying characters or touch-responsive keys 
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(column 4, lines 6-8)) where the display 1 02 is in the front of the PDA. 

Regarding claim 9, Jaeger et al. teach an escape switch is provided on said side 
of the encasement of the personal digital assistant, and when said escape switch is 
pushed said display control means carries out page return from said operation page 
after transition to said page before transition rotation (the user has then the possibility to 
move the cursor from one address data record to the next by the use of the rotary 
switch 22 and to make a selection by pushing the rotary switch 22 (column 6, lines 2-5)) 
where the control switch can be seen in Fig.1 is rotatable and of course inherently has a 
shaft to be rotated therein and pushed to select any item on the display and more. 

Regarding claim 10, it is rejected on the same rational ad claim 1. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , it is rejected on the same rational as claim 1 . 

Regarding claims 12, it is rejected on the same rational as claim 1. 

Regarding claim 13, Ross et al. teach Fig.6B with a plurality of columns where 
Gas is being the first operation page and Motel being the second operation page. 

Regarding claim 14, it is rejected on the same rational as claim 1. 

Regarding claim 15, it is rejected on the same rational as claim 1. 

Regarding claim 16, it is rejected on the same rational as claim 1. 

Regarding claim 17, it is rejected on the same rational as claim 1. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Lesperance whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7692. The examiner can normally be reached on from Monday to Friday between 
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10:OOAM and 6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
Jean Lesperance 
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